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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.19 pm]: I rise this evening to express my concern about the 
competence of the drafters of answers to questions without notice. I draw members’ attention to the answer 
provided by the Leader of the House to my question today. By way of context, this was a question that I gave some 
notice of as far back as Thursday, 21 February. On that day, I was requested by the government not to ask my 
question. A senior member of the government approached me and asked, “Would you please not ask your question 
today because the Leader of the House is away on urgent parliamentary business?” I might add that my question 
was directed to the Minister for Child Protection. Nevertheless, I was asked not to ask my question on that day and 
I did not. I asked the question today in the knowledge that an answer would be provided. The answer that was 
provided today demonstrates the gross incompetence by the government of Western Australia in answering 
questions. Government members are either grossly incompetent or deliberately misleading. Those are the only two 
interpretations of what has, yet again, occurred today. 

On 19 February, I asked a question of the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection about 
the monitoring of students and young people who have been charged with and convicted of sexual offences and who 
attend public schools. The answer that I was provided about the level of monitoring in private schools was as follows. 
My question to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection on 19 February 2019 was 
answered the following day. For those who want to check the Hansard, the answer was provided the following 
day by the Leader of the House because, as per usual, the Leader of the House was sitting there fiddling with the 
papers and the like and said, “Actually, I’m not happy with the answer that’s been provided to me, so I’ll have 
a look at this and get back to you tomorrow.” The following day, the Leader of the House provided an answer to 
the second part of the question, which was — 

Does the department also monitor such cases in which the young person attends a private school? 

The department being spoken of was the Department of Communities, because the question was directed to the 
Minister for Child Protection. The answer given by the Leader of the House, who needed an extra 24 hours to 
make sure that she got the answer right, was — 

The Western Australia Police Force notifies the Department of Education when a young person is charged 
or convicted with a sexual offence and attends school. 

The Leader of the House previously told us that when it is a student who attends a public school, the Department of 
Communities, the Western Australia Police Force and the Department of Education are involved. But in the direct 
answer to this question, suddenly the Western Australia Police Force notifies the Department of Education and 
that is it. 

Today I asked why the department is not involved in cases of students who go to private schools. Why would 
the Department of Communities—formerly the Department for Child Protection and Family Support—be 
interested only in monitoring cases in public schools? What about the care and safety of students in private 
schools? It is very strange that it would not be monitoring those students as well. All of a sudden, when I asked 
why the department is not involved when the young person attends a private school, the minister— 
the Leader of the House, who is the most senior member opposite—representing the Minister for Child 
Protection said — 

No reference was made to the Department of Communities not being involved in cases in which a young 
person attends a private school. As per the multi-agency protocols for students charged with harmful 
sexual behaviours, WA police notify both the Department of Education and the Department of 
Communities of all students charged. 

Why has the Leader of the House told us today, on 13 March, that the Western Australia Police Force notifies the 
Department of Education and the Department of Communities when the answer to the question I asked last month 
was that the Western Australia Police Force notifies the Department of Education? What happened there? Was the 
Leader of the House, having taken an extra 24 hours to make sure that the answer would be right, deliberately 
misleading the house? When I asked whether the Department of Communities also monitors cases in which the 
person attends a private school, did she deliberately say absolutely nothing about the department that I was asking 
about and instead send us off on a wild goose chase suggesting that the Western Australia Police Force notifies 
only the Department of Education? Was that what was going on that day—given that she had an extra 24 hours to 
get it right? Maybe it was not deliberate after all. How would we know what was in the mind of the member? 
Maybe it is just gross ineptitude and gross incompetence by both the Leader of the House and her colleague in the 
other place the Minister for Child Protection. When they were asked deliberately about the monitoring of children 
in private schools by the Department of Communities, they just misled us—who knows whether it was deliberately 
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or otherwise—and said that the police force talks to the Department of Education about these things. But today, 
all of a sudden, we found out about this secret protocol that they have been hiding for a month. Suddenly, the 
multi-agency protocol is that the Western Australia Police Force notifies both the Department of Education and 
the Department of Communities. 

The problem is that I cannot raise a point of privilege about this matter because what would be the point? How am 
I supposed to know what was in the mind of the member when she took the extra 24 hours? Was this done 
deliberately or not? I am going to take out the charitable interpretation and assume that that was not what was 
happening and that it was gross ineptitude and gross incompetence by this minister—again, the most senior 
member opposite—to waste our time and take an extra 24 hours to try to get the answer right and, in the end, it 
was completely wrong. 

Who cares about the Western Australia Police Force notifying the Department of Education? That was not the 
question. Was I asking a question of the Minister for Education and Training? No, I was not. I was asking the 
Minister for Child Protection, who is represented in this place by the Leader of the House. This is not the first 
occasion. Members in this place will know that over the last two years, ever since the McGowan government took 
power, there have been repeated examples of misleading answers. The question is whether this is being done 
deliberately. Of course, the Leader of the House, who is away on urgent parliamentary business at the moment, 
will no doubt tell us and take great offence to even the mere suggestion that this might be happening deliberately. 
That is fine, but can the government employ someone with just a modest amount of competence to draft these 
answers? That is all I am asking. I am going to take the charitable interpretation and say that the Leader of the House 
has not deliberately misled the house about this matter. But I am going to expose the gross ineptitude in the drafting 
of these answers.  

In fact, I would like to know who drafted this answer. Someone drafted an answer that the Leader of the House 
was not happy about. She went to great pains to say, “Look, I’m not happy with this, so I am going to look into 
this and give you the answer the next day.” Members may even recall that the next day the Leader of the House 
wanted to have the answer tabled, but I declined leave. I said that she could read it out. No wonder the minister 
did not want to read it, because it was yet another example of the shifty answers that are provided by this 
government. It has to stop. This is just making a complete farce of question time. Ministers are asked about the 
Department of Communities and then send people off on a wild-goose chase and start talking about the 
Department of Education and the police force when they know full well that the Department of Communities 
monitors these matters, and we know that now because of the answer that was provided earlier today. This has 
to stop. I am calling on the most senior member opposite to desist with this gross incompetence when answering 
questions without notice. 
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